British. His brother Nasrullah Khan was not.
An attempt was made on Habibullah's life in
1918, and on February 20, 1919, he was assassi-
nated in his tent near Jalalabad. The eldest two
sons, Inayatullah Khan and Hayatullah Khan,
immediately declared in favour of their uncle*
Nasrullah, giving colour to the suspicion that
they were all three privy to the plot.

A portion of the garrison of Jalalabad went
over to Nasrullah, while the remainder hesitated.
Meanwhile lightning decisions were being made
at Kabul. Amanullah Khan, the third son, was
governor at the capital. He promptly seized the
Treasury and declared himself Amir, with the
support of his mother, Ulya Hazrat Begum, who
is a famous character in recent Afghan history.
Possession of the purse-strings of the realm gave
Amanullah immediate and practical power.
Kabul acclaimed him, and the doubtful garrison
of Jalalabad soon did likewise, deciding no doubt
that their pay, irregular in any case, would become
non-existent in the event of revolution. Thus it
happened that Amanullah was able to publish,
on February 27, 1919, a manifesto, which, with
the accompanying letters, also dated February
27, is given here :